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QATAR DISCOVERY

REVUE
F ILM

Five Pearls: For capturing the art in Qatar.

- 

WHILE THE SUR LA TERRE EDITOR I A L TEA M MAY BE A LIT TLE 

LOATHE TO A DMIT IT,  THE PHR A SE “A PICTURE IS  WORTH A 

THOUSA ND WORDS” IS  CLICHÉD FOR A REA SON,  A ND WE H AVE JUST 

W ITNES SED PER H A PS THE MOST SHINING EX A MPLE OF ITS MEA NING 

IN A  NEW,  LOCA LLY-PRODUCED FILM CA LLED QATA R DISCOVERY.

-

Qatar Discovery is the result of an unprecedented international collaboration, the result of which has 
produced, without question, the most dazzling visual ode ever to be made for the State of Qatar. 

Produced by Mohamed Jaidah and Johan Madarasz, and directed by Julien Le Goff, Qatar Discovery 
gathers together three months of solid shooting throughout the entire country, capturing the spirit of 
variety within the state’s different worlds and distilling the myth and presence therein into what is sure 
to be an award-winning film. There is something spectacularly elegant in Qatar Discovery’s approach 
to telling the story of its namesake, and it lies within the film’s gorgeous simplicity.
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Told in a tale of four chapters, this quest is 
presented as a life in a series of days. In each, we 
the audience are allowed to explore in exclusive 
videos, every whisper of what makes Qatar the 
breathtaking country it has become within the 
international ether. Beginning with a lesson in 
legacy and tradition, we join the morning with 
corniche fishermen, plying their trade on the 
decks of the iconic dhow. We then move onto an 
exploratory excursion via long, evocative shots 
of Qatar’s ruins, taking time to enjoy them with 
the local wildlife, such as falcons, horses and of 
course, camels.

Day two is met with a sun that melts its gilded 
rise over the seemingly endless Qatar landscape 
of sand, sea and all points between, giving us 
access to a day of incredible sights in, outside 
of and around town. We finally relax in a climax 
alongside a long sunset ride as it slowly shadows 
the picturesque peaks and metallic valleys of 
Doha’s shared tradition and modernity.

The third and fourth days of the adventure take 
us through an intense trip through deserts and 
Doha dreams, all married into a picturesque ode 
of lingering time lapses and the art of natural 
photography. This is all punctuated by one of the 
most emotionally evocative  soundtracks we have 
listened to in a very long time. 

The songs, which decant over the images in quiet 
waves, slip the story between the enigmatic and 
soul-chilling haunt of traditional Arabic chants 
and some cleverly chilled-out covers of classic 
songs, such as “Walking on Sunshine,” “You 
Can’t Hurry Love,” “I Want You Back” and 
“Dance with Me.” The latter are proffered here 
exclusively by some of the best performers on 
the independent music scene in recent years, 
such as French Lounge and Nouvelle Vague. 
That may sound like a strange mix, but the end 
result is a heady cascade into a deeply calming 
yet surprisingly airy resonance.

As with any piece of art, Qatar Discovery is not 
something you simply sit and watch; it must be 
absorbed. To do that, we suggest popping in the 
DVD during a dinner party and using it to season 
the background of your get-together with a visual 
and auditory odyssey. 

This is the Qatar you will wish to remember and 
celebrate for its unique beauty and spirit. The 
guys at EMI Publishing have really outdone 
themselves with this effort to painstakingly bring 
to life what makes this country, and indeed this 
film, a true masterpiece.

PRODUCT AVAILABILITY
Qatar Discovery will be available both locally and regionally 

from February, priced at QR90 (or local equivalent). 
www.qatar-discovery.com


